
 

 

SCHOOL STRIKE 4 CLIMATE NZ 
 Submission on the Zero Carbon Bill  

aka. The Climate Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill 
 
Dear Environment Select Committee. 
We represent the organising body of School Strike 4 Climate in Aotearoa and the tens of 
thousands of student strikers who we stand alongside. 
 
We are aged 8 - 21 which means that this is OUR future. When we are bringing kids into this 
world, we want to be able to tell them that we did everything in our power to allow them a livable 
future on this planet. No-one wants to be accountable for stealing their child's future. When we 
look back on this period of time, we want to know that we did everything in our power to protect 
them while we still had a chance. But we aren’t just fighting for our kids and future generations, 
we are fighting for our own futures. In the year 2050, many of us will be in the middle of our 
careers and lives, and right now we have no idea whether we will be able to live out our hopes 
and dreams, or whether we will be faced with the burden of frequent natural disasters, 
widespread suffering, refugee crises, intensified inequality, resource scarcities and war on a 
scale that humanity has never experienced before. That is the kind of future that the science 
tells us we are heading towards, unless we - unless you - act now.  
 
We feel burdened by the climate crisis and are having to spend our childhoods and teenage 
years fighting for action so that future generations have the chance to actually have a childhood.  
 
We are all children of this Earth and feel the weight of its suffering and injustice on our 
shoulders. We know that we are in the midst of a climate crisis but we know that we can’t give 
up. The targets we set now determine the rest of our lives and we want to be on the right side of 
history, as we hope you do too. 
 
The Zero Carbon Bill is our chance to show our planet, our home, some love as we have                  
induced it into a nearly irreversible crisis. It is our chance to create the kind of future we wish to                    
have ourselves and pass on to future generations. It is New Zealand’s chance to take a position                 
of leadership in the international climate crisis. It is our chance to create the best piece of                 
legislation possible to safeguard our future. With your foresight and leadership, the climate crisis              



 

we are facing can be our opportunity to build the more equitable, sustainable, just and beautiful                
Aotearoa we all know is possible.  
 
We care about action on climate change because: 

● “It is crucial that we make a just transition, but there will be 
nothing to transition to if we don’t act right this very moment. I 
care because I want to have a family, that lives. I don’t want to 
have my right to live sold to oil companies and plastic 
producers by the government, would you? By not taking direct 
action, you are leading people to believe that you don’t care 
about them, their family or their future, the government may be 
afraid of losing votes, but imagine how many votes will be lost if people assume that the 
government doesn't care.” 

○ Lucy Gray, 12 years old, Christchurch 
 

● “Humans have an inability to look into the future. We see 
what we can see in front of us now, but we can’t seem to 
look 100 - 150 years away. We don’t truly understand the 
repercussions of our actions, and that freaks me out. 
Because although climate change is a ‘now’ problem, it’s 
repercussions will stretch further than we can see ” 

 
○ Ciara Foley, 15 years old, Christchurch 

 
● “It's important to me because the town I grew up in will soon be 

flooded by sea level rise. We have so many privileges in NZ, so 
we need to make sure that other countries and cultures and 
generations inherit the same beautiful whenua” 

○ Helena Mayer, 15 years old, Thames 
 

● “Climate change puts everything which we love at risk. To put it simply, 
I’m terrified.  This crisis puts my family, my dog, my home, my future, 
my favourite spots around Aotearoa and the beach by my house at 
risk. It puts our very collective home and future at risk. In the 
conversation of the climate crisis, everything is being put at stake, 
including our futures, for the immediate profit of a very select few. This 
money and votes don’t mean anything and will be non existent, along 
with all of us and all ecosystems on this planet, if we continue on with 
business as usual. We have the power to do something about this 
existential threat but the window of time we have to act within is 
closing more and more with each day we let slip by” 

○ Sophie Handford, 18 years old, Kapiti 



 

 
● “I care about climate change because the beach my family goes 

camping at every year, and has done since my Dad was a kid, is 
going to be lost to projected sea level rise. I can’t save it, but I can 
do all I can to stop climate change causing the loss of land 
throughout New Zealand that is special to many of our families.” 

○ Maia Ingoe, 17 years old, Gisborne 
 

● “I am so lucky to live in such a beautiful rural area in 
Golden Bay. One day, I want my kids to live here. Some 
of my family’s kids already do. Here, we have already had 
houses washed away because of big tides and I want to 
preserve this place for the kids that are already living here 
and those to come. When I look back, I want to know that 
I didn’t just stand by but instead that I did something.” 

○ Imogen Harris, 13 years old, Golden Bay  
 

● “Climate change is not an issue, it’s THE issue. Climate 
change will have devastating effects on the environment 
and that will lead to issues in every other part of our society. 
Climate change is an environmental issue, but also a social, 
economic, indigenous rights, and human rights issue.” 

○ Edward White, 17 years old, Auckland 
 

● “I care about climate action as I believe it is our duty to protect 
our planet and all of the people on it. By taking action on the 
climate crisis now we can ensure that less people have to 
leave their homes and that the planet is a safer and cleaner 
place for future generations. We are all kaitiaki and we must 
fulfill our role and live in harmony with the land instead of 
ruling over it.” 

○ Rachael Stone, 17 years old, Palmerston North 
 

● “We are facing a climate crisis of unprecedented scale and 
effect. Urgent systemic action is therefore needed to 
combat climate change and secure our futures and the 
futures of generations to come.  As a 17-year-old youth, I 
cannot vote. Therefore, as someone who is passionate 
about environmental and social justice, I must make my 
voice heard in other ways. School Strike 4 Climate has 
been a means for me to channel my energy by actively 
participating in my democracy through mass protests 
against government inaction. We will continue to grow and 



 

fight on until we see drastic change at a governmental level; we are facing an 
emergency and we must therefore act accordingly.” 

○ Zak Rudin, 17 years old, Dunedin 
 

● “This bill helps us identify and acknowledge we need to be a part of 
the land rather than just living on it. I come from a farming background 
and I know to have  a just transition we need to set proper legally 
binding targets now. So when it comes down to making a change 
farmers have time, we have time to adjust to what needs changing " 

○ Molly Doyle, 17 years old, Wellington 
 

 
● “The decisions made today about the Zero Carbon Bill will impact the 

rest of my life. New Zealand has the opportunity to set ambitious 
emission reduction targets and lead the way in the fight against 
climate change. I hope that our government chooses to act now and 
work towards a more sustainable and equitable future for all New 
Zealanders.” 

○ Isla Day, 18 years old, Wellington 
 

● “I care about climate change, particularly as a youth, because our 
future is at stake and its impact on vulnerable communities around 
the world, both animals and humans.  The people in power now 
are simply not willing to support the decisions that best consider 
the wellbeing of tomorrow.  Too, we are blinded by finances and 
naturally immune to recognizing the impact our choices will have 
on others outside our small society as kiwis.  This is why I believe 
in the youth taking matters into their own hands and changing the 
mindset of others in order to hold those deteriorating our 
Papatūānuku to account.  If New Zealand truly adheres to the 
clean green image it presents itself as then we will step up to the 
challenge of accepting a worthy Zero Carbon bill, despite it being 
potentially threatening to the wealth of the affluent.” 

○ Zoé De Malmanche, 17 years old, Tauranga 
 

● “I have been fighting for climate action since I was 13 because I 
know that the climate crisis threatens everything I love. It 
threatens the places I love, the people I love, and everything I 
love about being alive on the beautiful planet. I really want to 
be a parent one day, and to show my kids all the beautiful New 
Zealand nature and places that I grew up enjoying. But I am not 
even sure if I could, morally, bring children into this dying planet 
- where our future, their future, is being sacrificed for the profit 



 

of a few and the protection of business as usual. Climate change is not just an 
environmental issue, it is a justice issue and actually, it’s a survival issue, it’s time that it 
is treated as such.This bill is a great step in the right direction, but it needs to be 
strengthened to drive the systemic change we need to safeguard our future. We are 
demanding your bold and courageous leadership now - our future is in your hands.” 

○ Raven Maeder, 21 years old, Wellington   
 

● “I care about climate because I want my children and 
the future generation to live on a much greener and 
better Earth. I want them to live on a Planet where I 
have always wished if I and my family could live in. I 
know that climate change might be just another issue 
for you besides the thousands of others but wait a 
minute! There aren't going to be issues, worries, people, 
trees, money, children, schools, jobs and nothing if 
there won't be a Planet to live in. Yes, everything is very 
important but shouldn't our future be the most 
important?  I want to live in a World where I don't have to wake up and go to bed being 
scared for the future. I want to live in a world where caring for our Planet is the priority, 
where humans focus on what needs to be focused on. I want to live in a World where my 
little brother doesn't have to go to bed crying because he is scared for his future. Our 
lives and our everything is at risk. Believe it or not! It won't change the fact that is already 
there.  When you are delaying taking action etc, please keep this single sentence in 
mind: " Do what is right not what is easy."  

○ Timi Barabas, 17 years old, Hamiton 
 

● Climate change is the biggest crisis we will ever face. The fight for 
our rights to climate action has fallen on the shoulders of children. 
Children who in no situation should have to bear the guilt, rage, 
sadness and powerlessness felt due to the  lack of action we are 
seeing from the government. I personally feel these emotions on 
the daily when thinking about the magnitude of climate change. 
This is exactly why a piece of legislation such as the ZCB needs 
to be more ambitious and substantial, so that my generation and 
the ones to come can feel safe and secure in the only home we 
have.  

○ Sarah Paton-Beverley, 17 years old, Auckland 
 
 

COMMENTS 
 



 

● We support the Bill’s aim of limiting warming to no more than 1.5°C. According to the 
IPCC, this requires immediate, transformative reductions in carbon emissions over the 
next decade. So, if we are serious about meeting the 1.5°C target, we must have a 
comprehensive plan in place to at least halve our carbon emissions by 2030.  

 
● The goal for net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 must be more ambitious. This 

is to better safeguard our future and also to show other countries the New Zealand can 
be a climate leader. Article 4.3 of the Paris Agreement states that “Each Party's 
successive nationally determined contribution will represent a progression beyond the 
Party's then current nationally determined contribution and reflect its highest possible 
ambition, reflecting its common but differentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances.” As a developed country, we 
hold a duty to go above and beyond the average for international reduction targets which 
are set out in the IPCC report, as stated in the Paris Agreement document. We must 
make sure that our short term emission budgets are also ambitious as we know that we 
need to see meaningful and serious emission reductions in the next 11 years. The bulk 
of action on the climate crisis must come within this time to ensure we meet the net zero 
overarching targets but also to ensure that we’re taking the urgent action now which is 
necessary to safeguard our collective home and future. 

 
● We believe that the independent climate commission established by this Zero Carbon 

Bill is a critical part to guide the just transition to net zero emissions. The emissions 
budgets and expert advice provided must always be guided by meaningful engagement 
with Tangata Whenua, younger generations, and structurally oppressed groups. 

 
● We must make sure that the Zero Carbon Bill honors the principles of Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi, and is intergenerationally and socially just.  
 

● The Bill must establish a mechanism which ensures that the targets set are legally 
enforceable and includes accountability measures. As the bill stands currently, Section 
5ZJ, which eliminates substantially meaningful accountability, jeopardises this.  

 
● We believe this Bill must require the Government to implement a transparent and 

equitable national adaptation plan. 
 

● Sufficient policy packages must be developed to ensure the targets which are set out in               
the Zero Carbon Bill are met and hopefully overachieved. The Bill should not only ensure               
that these relevant policies are created but also that they are being tracked, revised and               
strengthened. 

 
● The current methane reduction set out in section 5O1b of a 10% reduction by 2030 is 

not adequate. The international community is looking to New Zealand for leadership in 
methane reduction, so we must do better.  

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2019/0136/latest/whole.html#LMS184902
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2019/0136/latest/whole.html#LMS184902


 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

● The net zero greenhouse gas emissions (excluding methane) target should be           
brought forward from 2050 to 2040. This is needed to reflect the urgency of action that                
is required to combat this climate crisis that we are facing now. As the country with the                 
5th highest per capita emissions in the developed world, we face an imperative to take               
drastic action. New Zealand holds the power to become climate world leaders, and set              
an example of delivering genuine climate justice. To give justice to our rangatahi,             
tangata whenua, our Mother Earth - papatūānuku, we must be ambitious because this is              
the only chance we have. In signing the Paris Agreement, we also have an obligation to                
be more ambitious. The short term emissions budgets play a key role in setting the               
trajectory of emissions reduction and also in ensuring we see real action taken to reduce               
emissions before 2030. We must ensure that these budgets are ambitious and informed             
by the best available science, while also acknowledging New Zealand’s position as a             
developed nation and having the ability to really lead in the climate action space. 

 
● We must include targets in the Act which align with limiting warming to no more than                

1.5 degrees celsius. According to the IPCC, this requires immediate, transformative           
reductions in carbon emissions over the next decade. To meet the IPCC guidelines for              
not surpassing the target of 1.5°C, a comprehensive plan to halve greenhouse gas             
emissions by 2030 must also be put in place. 
 

● The Bill needs to establish an independent climate commission with independent           
decision making power (similar to that of the reserve bank) to set emissions budgets              
and provide national guidance, based on the best possible science, to reach the targets              
set out in this bill. The commission must have meaningful representation and            
engagement with tangata whenua and oppressed groups. It is clear that climate is as              
important, and as apolitical as our economy, so it would be unjust to treat the climate                
commission with less decision making power than the reserve bank. Adequate policy            
must be developed to ensure our targets are met and that we see significant emissions               
reduction now. System change stems from policy changes and we see one of the roles               
of the Independent Climate Commission being to guide and support the development of             
policy packages which will deliver the emissions reductions necessary to safeguard or            
future. 

 
● We strongly believe that a mechanism needs to be included for these targets to be               

legally enforceable. Section 5ZJ must be removed and replaced by a clause that sets              
consequences and accountability to give the bill the “teeth” it needs to drive             
transformative change. There must be a clause in the Bill which allows for a judicial               
review to be possible. The consequences should reflect the severity of the breach, and              

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2019/0136/latest/whole.html#LMS184902


 

apply to relevant actors in the situation. Some options for potential remedies are: the              
Minister should immediately resign, or the Government should be ordered to invest in             
offsetting and emissions reductions initiatives to remedy the harm caused by failing to             
meet the target. The cost of the Government not meeting these targets is our future and                
we will not stand by and let that happen - we can’t afford to.  
 

● Developing and implementing a national adaptation plan which ensures no one is left             
behind is critical. We must both mitigate the crisis and also adapt to the changes we will                 
need to make as a society and the warming we are already locked in for. This plan for                  
adapting to a new way of living should ensure that the transition is just. 

 
● The Bill needs to have a methane reduction target of at least 47% by 2050. We                

believe that a single, clear target is crucial for allowing the agricultural sector the              
long-term certainty they need to transition. An ambitious target of 47% reflects New             
Zealand’s ability and responsibility both as a rich developed nation, and with some of the               
highest per-capita methane emissions to do more than the bare minimum global average             
35% methane reduction by 2050 set by the IPCC. Transforming the agricultural industry             
and moving to more sustainable land-use practises can also cause positive action to             
other interconnected environmental crises we are facing, by regenerating the land,           
improving water and soil quality, increasing biodiversity and diversifying our economy -            
this will make New Zealand more resilient long-term. 

 
● It is extremely important that the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi are honoured and that                

the Bill is intergenerationally and socially just. This means that all Government and             
Climate Commission plans and policies must be guided by comprehensive and           
meaningful consultation with Tangata Whenua and younger generations in particular.  

 
● The Zero Carbon Bill should establish a Youth Climate Advisory Panel. Young people             

are going to be among those most affected by climate change. It is vital that there is a                  
formal communication channel between New Zealand’s government and its youth. This           
will ensure that the views of young citizens, and future generations, are considered when              
making decisions in relation to the Zero Carbon Act. I recommend that the Youth Climate               
Coalition is a group of 16 youth aged 12-24, appointed by the Climate Commission to               
form a sub-committee of the Climate Commission, to incorporate youth views into the             
material passed from the Climate Commission to Government. Young people are           
disproportionately affected by climate change decisions and so particular regard needs           
to be given to the concerns of youth. The government is taking into consideration              
‘Intergenerational Equity’ with the Zero Carbon Bill, the best way to ensure            
intergenerational equity is to have members of the next generation involved in ensuring             
action.  

 



 

Urgent action on climate change needs to be taken because it is our future that is it stake. This 
is only just the beginning of the School Strike 4 Climate movement in Aotearoa and we’re not 
going anywhere. We’re committed to being in this for the long run because we refuse to stand 
by and see our future be played ping-pong with. Our house is on fire, we need to act like it.  
 

We demand climate justice. This is our future. 

 
  
 
 

 
 


